
Caminando Por La Paz 

E-news Nov-Dec 2017 

Missioneros de Padre  Tomas is the         

U.S based 501(3)(c) dedicated to the 

support of Caminando Por La Laz - 

Guatemala 

 

President—Ron Covey 

Vice President -Sandra Atha 

Treasurer  - Harry  Lehr 

Secretary  -  Tato Ramirez 

Advisors: 

Sherry Addicts 

Doug Addicts 

Lori Morris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A wonderful First for both Guatemala and our program. 

All members of Caminando are Maryknoll Affiliates, in 

fact we are the only mission program under the direc-

tion of Maryknoll affiliates. 

 

For the first time ever the Maryknoll Affiliate move-

ment held it’s International Conference outside the 

United States.   Guatemala had been selected for the 

location of the event.  The conference was held  11—

14 November at the Incarnate World Retreat Center in 

San Lucas, Guatemala. 

 

 

 Here is a link to an excellent article covering the 

Conference: 

http://mailchi.mp/8aab6f06cca4/your-maryknoll-

affiliate-newsletter-the-nsfa-for-january-1530057?



Here are a few photos from the conference.   

The best way to learn about our conference experience is to download the Not So Far Afield article at: 

  http://mailchi.mp/8aab6f06cca4/your-maryknoll-affiliate-newsletter-the-nsfa-for-january-1530057?

e=ac050b6519 

Participants arriving at the Conference site: 

(Retreat Center of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word in 

San Lucas, Guatemala) 

Our first group activity.  Outside 

with Father Mullen a little history, 

and a little help t o begin to under-

stand Mayan Spirituality 

What would any Conference or 

Workshop be without exercises and 

butcher paper on the walls. 

http://mailchi.mp/8aab6f06cca4/your-maryknoll-affiliate-newsletter-the-nsfa-for-january-1530057?e=ac050b6519


 

Saturday Night and our big Entertainment 

event.   Our Peruvian  Representatives 

gave a wonderful exhibit of Peruvian folk  

dancing. 

Most participants would be hard pressed 

to select anything as a highlight of the 

conference. 

However, certainly one major event was 

the Mayan ceremony.  Honoring all of 

nature, our ancestors and so much more 

 
On Saturday afternoon we visited the Colonial City of 

Antigua.   Here you see the entrance arch of the Church 

of St. Francis where the body of Saint Hermando Pedro is 

located. 

The afternoon was rather free style so different individu-

als went to different parts of the city 

Sunday we closed with Mass  celebrated 

by Father John Spain,  MM.    

Sister Helen Warner was the homilist and 

received a standing ovation 



Education is the window to a better future 

 Above is a phrase that was often uttered by our Founder Father Tomas 

Goekler, MM.  Since his death in 2010 we have chosen education as our primary fo-

cus. 

 The education effort has been a shinning star for our program and our efforts 

have really begun to pay off. 

 We  now have  some success stories as evidenced by  some of our supported 

students having  graduated. 

 As you may know we have more students coming to our tutoring sessions  

than we can place in local schools.   We  would like to  place them all in schools but 

funds are limited. 

Here is one of our many great students.  Roxanna is 

shown with her Diploma.  To her left her mother 

and on her right her younger sister. 

Roxanna lives at the program house and has taken 

on increasing more activities supporting the pro-

gram.  

When the  kids 

come for tutor-

ing the also 

receive a meal. 



We and our volunteers 

are often multi-

tasking. 

 

Here is Hilda one of 

our teachers at her 

own graduation. 

Speaking of double duty:  Many of our supported families are also  

our volunteers. They make our little neighborhood a little better. 

Above you see the Christmas baskets we prepared and delivered to our volunteers. 

The baskets contain much  needed basic nutrician supplies but also a few extra delicious 

things to make Christmas a little better.  



Recent Spiritual Activities 

 

 

On Saturday November 25th, 

Father John Spain, MM came 

to our home and offered a 

memorial Mass in remem-

brance of our founder Father 

Thomas Goekler, MM 

 

 

Although we don’t often 

have the opportunity to 

have mass at home we do 

have a beautiful Chapel. 

Behind Father Spain, 

MM , offering the mass,  

you can see the view of 

the City from our  chapel. 



 

A very common practice in Central America is the Holy Hour.  It is most often held in someone’s  home.   

As a part of our efforts to promote spiritual values with our neighbors we hold a Holy Hour on Friday’s.   

The format is rather simple, we read the gospel for the coming Sunday, then discuss its meaning.  We 

weave in our prayers and concerns.  Sing a hymn or two and close with the sign of peace. 

 
Us and  neighbors 

at Holy Hour 

Another very popular tradition in 

Central America is the Posada which 

occurs during the final days leading 

up to Christmas. 

Posadas are reenactments of Mary 

and Joseph in Bethlehem seeking 

lodging.  

To learn more about posadas visit: 

https://www.tripsavvy.com/

christmas-posadas-tradition-in-

mexico-1588744 

POSADA 

Above you see a group who have come to our home for a Posada visit.  Once 

the singing related to Mary and Joseph’s seeking shelter has been done the 

group is  admitted to the hosting home and prayers are said at the Nacimiento. 

   (Nacimiento is the Spanish word for a Manger scene, birth place of Jesus) 



        Visit Us! 

Please remember you are always      

welcome to visit us.   

 

Yes, we always welcome visitors and truly enjoy the opportunity to interact with our sup-

porters.  We are often asked what individuals and groups might do when they visit us.  

One of our frequent answers is to let you know that if you come you will find some self- 

rewarding activity to engage in.  Howeve many of you have wanted to have a more 

 concrete response to the question.  Therefore below we are printing a list of things that 

might be done along with the usual list of things people could bring or sent to support 

Things you could do 

during a visit. 

 Annually we need to paint the house (that is normal in Guatemala).  We could always use help at that time. 

 Our neighbors and students love it when there is an English Teacher available. 

 Interact with our kids, games, movies, etc.  (Language is not a problem when interacting with kids). 

 You may have a special skill.  (i.e. recently a volunteer brought tooth brushes and lectured on how to use them.} 

 Our cooks can always use a little help. 

 Possibilities exist for construction and other community service projects.  (This would require independent                 

financing). 

 As noted above experience tells us that if you come you will find something rewarding to do with our program. 

 

 

 

 



              Things we could easily use 

 Backpacks  

 School Supplies 

 Shoes 

 Kitchen Utensils 

 Cleaning supplies 

 Personal hygiene supplies 

 Children’s games 

 Sporting equipment 

 Soccer shoes (cleats) 

 We can either use or donate to a neighbor just  

about anything you have to offer 

When you donate either financially or in kind, remember you are helping not only things w use at the pro-

gram house but also all those we serve.  Remember we are wonking in one of the most marginalized buri-

os of Guatemala City.  Your help is always deeply appreciated. 



Meditation: 

Prayer for a new society 

 

All nourishing God your children cry for help. 
Against the violence of our world. 
Where Children starve for bread and feed on weapons. 
Starve for vision and feed on drugs. 
Starve for love and feed on video; 
Starve for peace and die murdered in our streets. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Creator God, timeless preserver of resources. 
Forgive us for the gifts that we have wasted. 
Renew for us what seems beyond redemption. 
Call order and beauty to emerge again from chaos. 
Convert our destructive power into creative service 
Help us to heal the woundedness of our world. 

 
 
 
 

Liberating God , release us from the  
Demons of violence 
Free us today from the disguised demon 
Of deterrence 
That puts guns by our pillows and missiles  
In our skies. 
 
 
 



 

 

Free  us from the demons that blind and 

blunt our spirits. 

Cleanse us from all justification for 

violence and war. 

Open our narrowed hearts to the suffer-

ing of the poor. 

 

 

 

 

Abiding God, loving renewer of  the  human 

Spirit. 

Unfold our violent fists into peaceful hands. 

Stretch our sense of family to include or neighbors 

Stretch our sense of neighbor to include our  

enemies. 

Until our response to you finally respect and  

embraces  

All creation as precious  sacraments of  your presence, 

HEAR THE PRAYER OF ALL YOUR STARVING CHILDREN,   AMEN 

 

Taken from “A Maryknoll book of  Prayer —  Father Leo Shea, MM  -  Pax Christi, USA 

“It is more blessed to give than to receive”     Acts: 20:35 



                       Coffee Up-date 

It’s going rather slow but we are non-the- less making progress.  

 In the past couple of months there has been a slight increase in sales.  We continue to 

make headway in our effort to increase our market.  As reported in previous up-dates our best 

market has been Maryknoll Affiliate groups that purchase our coffee for re-sale in their loca-

tions. 

 One of our major difficulties and very hard to overcome is the price of shipping.  We 

suffer greatly from the Amazon affect.   While the resale giants have leveraged the shipping 

cost by using their volume sales to obtain greatly reduced shipping rates we have thus received 

the inflated cost of shipping.  The US Postal Service (if it fits it Ships) continues to be the lowest 

rate we can obtain.  It has been suggested that we increase the price of the coffee and ship 

without cost to the consumer.  If anyone has feelings or suggestions in this area please let us 

know. 

 We were able to sell a few pounds at the International conference.  We feel that the 

greater benefit of having our coffee at the conference was exposure to the coffee project.  We 

remain hopeful that other groups may choose to sell the coffee on our behalf or perhaps as a 

local fund-raising effort.  The sale of our coffee supports both our educational project and the 

growers.  If another group chooses to sell our coffee at an increase price it could support a third 

cause.   We are, of course, willing to offer a discount to groups purchasing larger quantities of 

our coffee. 

 Another concern is related to storage of green coffee.   In the past our Roaster had been 

very generously not charging us for storing our coffee until roasting.  This is a normal charge, 

however we have a significant amount of coffee in storage and since the room in the Roasters 

storehouse is limited they have been forced to start charging us the normal fees for storage. 

 We do have a large supply and are currently looking for coffee shops and others  who 

might care to purchase green coffee beans at a very good price.  If you can provide leads in this 

area it will be very helpful and deeply appreciated. 

IF YOU CAN PROVIDE LEADS FOR SALES OF EITHER ROASTED OR GREEN BEANS PLEASE CONTACT US AT: 

                                                          ROCOVEY@YAHOO.COM  



We are only able to continue our Education 

and Community Service projects because of 

your wonderful financial assistance. 

 

(  ) I am unable to provide financial assistance.  However I will keep the 

program in  my prayers.  Please assure that I am on the distribution 

list. 

(  )  I am forwarding my check for $          as a means of support for the 

program.  

(  )  I wish to pledge $ 50 per month for the support of one student. 

(  )  I am sending $600 for the support of one student for one year. 

 

Name:             

Address:           

City:            State:      Zip:   

 

 

  

It is also possible to donate or support our stu-
dents with pay pal. 
This is best done on our website at:  https://
www.fathertomsmission.org 

You  may print out this page or simply forward your check to: 
                                           
                                           Caminando Por La Paz 

                                           Post Office Box 1583 

                                           New Caney, Texas 77357 
 


